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Quotes of
the Week

6 The problem with our

givision Is that we are
capable of pro- =5

ducing perfor-

mances like that

but don't do it

often enough.

The question for

me is can my iot

produce it again

on sat-

urday. ”

Mark McGhee commenting on

the quality of Division One

foothall afier the QPR maich

‘ We more than matched
them in the second half

and deserved at least a point.

We by no means played badly

but we were not as furtunatt as

they were with ,

the decisions.

| was right next

to Mark Venus.

No way did it

look a penaity,

and if it was a

foul it looked

outside

the box. ’,

Steve Froggali aiter the
Norwich game.

The official voice
of Wolverhampton
Wanderers

For match
commentary, reports
and interviews call:

91 1211

alls cost 39p/min cheap rate,
49p/min all other times

Keith is anxious to
line up for Wolves

eith Curle is hoping

his Wolves debut isn’t

too far off.

Having spent the season
so far in the treatment room,
the former Manchester City
and England defender is anx-
ious to get back to full fitness.

“I'm making good progress
and I'm confident that I'm not
too far off now,” he says.

“It would be wrong for me to
rush things when I'm not fully
fit.

“You have to play a lot of
games in this League and you
just can't afford to go out 90
per cent fit. And with the qual-

ity we've got in the squad, it
isn’t necessary.’

Keith has been suffering
from Achilles tendonitis follow-
ing a calf strain he picked up in
the pre-season friendly against
Cardiff - his first and only game
in Wolves colours.

Initially the problem was
thought to be minor, and the
£650,000 summer signing from
Maine Road was expected to be
in the starting line-up for the
first march of the season
against Grimsby.

However, as Keith explains,
the injury has taken longer to
settle down than first thought.
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Keith is welcomed to Molineux before injury balts bis debut




“After the game ar Ninian
Park I expected to be out of
action for a week, or ten days
at the most.

“When the situation didn’t
improve, the lower half of my
leg was completely immo-
bilised in plaster for a week to
give il complete rest.

“This meanrt thar my liga-
ments went soft, and my fit-
ness has dropped off a bit
because I haven't been able to
train.

“But this is to be worked on
vigorously, and hopefully I can
return to the training ground
with the lads very soon.”

All-in-all this was not the
start any plaver would have
wanted to his season. But it's
especially tough when you are
new to a big club and all set to
make an instant impression.

“It’s not been an ideal start
o my Wolves career,” admits
Keith.

“But looking on the positive
side, it's given me the chance
to learn my way around
Molineux and watch the
games.

“I've seen every match,
except the one at Norwich. It
was important for me to at
least be with the players, even
if I wasn’t taking part, so that 1
could get a feel for what's
going on and how the team is
developing.

“Despite the set-back, I've
no regrets about moving 1o
Molineux and I'm just looking
forward now to getting fully fit
and playing my part in the
campaign.”

ONnots

A new role could spell
more goals for Thommo

throw the game wide open.

“But we have to keep our
patience and not go chasing
the game. A two goal deficit
certainly isn’t insurmountable
and with a bit of luck I'm hope-
ful of a place in the second
round draw.”

hommo is hoping his new

role in midfield could

boost his goal scoring
tally this season.

It's not only penalties that
have swelled his goal scoring
total to 43 since his arrival at
Molineux ten years ago.

Normally a regular at left or
right-back, Andy has been
moved into an attacking mid-
field role similar to the one he
played when he first joined
Wolves.

He says: “When | first came
to Molineux we were playing
with four at the back so this is
a bit different for me. It's giv-
ing me a chance to get for-
ward and it's good that
I've had a couple of
chances on goal -
some of which |
should have put
away.

“Playing in
this position
means that you
are more involved
with the action and so far I'm
enjoying it.

“l used to score a few goals,
other than ones from the
penalty spot, when | played in
midfield during my earlier
days with Wolves, and I'd love
to chip in with a few this year -
starting tonight against
Swindon.

“I nearly got one at the
County Ground in the first leg
when | tried to head the ball
over Frank Talia. Sadly for us,
he saved it. But if we can get
an early goal tonight it will

o -t -

=



t was your reaction to the way that we were trying to
play against Bradford City that prompted me to write
my programme notes as | did before the Queens Park
Rangers game.

Over the weekend of the Bradford match | was desperate 1o
find a way both to explain what we were trying to do, and to
convince you that it is the right way ahead

I regret, however, if in my desire o get these points across 1
offended anyone previously emploved at this football club.

My reference 1o ‘continued failure’ should have read ‘contin-
ued failure to reach the Premier League’. 1 did not intend in any
shape or form to criticise or demean the efforts and achieve-
ments of Graham Turner, who I realise managed the club during
very difficult times. He did this largely without the advantage of
substantial funds to spend on the team, and the comfort of the
state-of-the-art stadium that Molineux is todav.

Further, my criticism of the players was meant as that, and
was not intended as a criticism of Graham Taylor and his staff.

I would like to apologise to Graham, and the staff that worked
with him, for the use of the expression ‘under-coached’ which
was included in my notes

1 understand why Graham found this expression offensive, 1
had no intention of offending and therefore would like 1o with-
draw it

I repeat, as 1 have repeated over and over to the players, that
they themselves have a responsibility to monitor and to maintain
their physical and mental condition.

During the traumatic time leading up to, and after, Graham'’s
departure, it is my belief that the players did not recognise and
accept this responsibilitv. Therein lies my criticism.

However, I believe that the players now recognise this, that
they regret it, and that they are now determined to make amends.
Iam convinced that we have a squad that can go all the way
this season, and hope that the overriding message to come out

of all this is that every single person with an interest in
Wolverhampton Wanderers must get behind a squad of players
who are desperate to do well

After a good performance (although not complete), like the
one against QPR, the question is always going 1o be: ‘can we
reproduce it?

The result at Norwich would suggest that we weren't able to.
However, it wasn't quite like that. The quality of performance
never reached the heights of Wednesday night, but the underly-
ing trends remained.

As a manager [ expect that when I pick the right team and
chose the right tactics for a match that we win, then I get some
credit.

By the same token, when I opt for tactics which fail, I expect
criticism.

After having asked you to show your faith in the players, per-
haps I should have done the same, and allowed them to carry
on last Saturday in the same shape as they had been set out on
Wednesday.

When we reverted to a system with three central defenders,
we looked much more comfortable

I feel very annoyed at throwing three valuable points away in
a match which was there to be won. Fortunately, our confi-
dence has not suffered, and I expect a return to winning ways

tonight.
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WOLVERHAMPTON

WANDERERS FC

President:

Sir Jack Hayward 0.B.E
Chairman:
Jonathan Hayward
Directors:

Jack Harris, John Harris. Nic Stones.
John Richarads. Michael J Blackburn FCA
Club Secretary: Tom Finn
Team Manager: Mark McGhee
Commercial Director: David Clayton
Assistant Manager: Colin Lee
Coach: Mike Hickman
Youth Coach: Chris Turner
Youth Development Officer: Chiris Evans

Physiotherapists: Barry Holmes, Dave Hancock
Medical Officers: DrPAckroyd & Dr.PBekenn

Wolverhampton Wanderers,
Molineux Stadium, Waterloo Road,
Wolverhampton WV1 40R.
Telephone: recepfion 01902 655000,
ticket office 01902 653653.
clubshop 01802 658800

Honours
Football League: Division 1 Champions
1953-54. 1957-58. 1958-59;
Division 2 Champions 7937-32. 1976-77
Division 3 (N)-Champions 7923-24

Division 3 Champions 7988-89.

Division 4 Champions 7987-88.

FA Cup Winners: 1893, 71908, 1949, 1960.
Football League Cup Winners: 1973-74,
1979-80;

Texaco Cup Winners: 1970-71;
Sherpa Van Trophy Winners: 7938;
European Cup: 7958-59, 1959-60;
Cup Winners' Cup: 1960-67:

UEFA Cup: 1971-72 (runners-up).
1973-74, 1974-75, 1980-81




STRIKING

" PERFORMANCE

GOODYEAR KNOW ALL ABOUT WINNING. WE'VE
SCORED MORE VICTORIES ON THE WORLD’
FORMULA ONE RACE TRACKS THAN ALL OTHER TYRT

MANUFACTURERS PUT TOGETHER

GRAND PRIX RACING 1S ONE OF THE MOST
GRIPPING AND TECHNOLOGICALLY DEMANDING O}
SPORTS AND GOODYEAR HAVE BEEN LEADING THI
WAY FOR YEARS. IT'S A TERRIFIC PERFORMANCE, BUT

WE DONT JUST DQ IT TO WIN - WE DO IT TO LEARN.

WHATEVER GOODYEAR TYRE YOU CHOOSE YOU'RE
RIDING ON TECHNOLOGY TESTED AND TRUSTED BY

THE GREATEST DRIVERS IN THE WORLD - NO BuLl!

GOODFYEAR

ONLY GOODYEAR IS GOOD ENOUGH




onight we welcome Swindon Town to

Molineux for the second-leg of our first

round Coca-Cola Cup tie. Despite losing
2-0 in the first round, tonight’s game is there
for the taking and your vocal support can help
us overturn this deficit, secure a victory, and
progress to the second round.

The match is being shown live on Sky and,
although this will bring us £30,000 in television fees,
I hope it does not have too great an impact on gate
receipts. The reduced ticket prices for tonight's
game should help boost the attendance, and I would
like to thank Swindon Town for their agreement and
support for our request to lower admission prices
for this fixture.

You may have noriced that work has begun on the
construction of our new Superstore in the corner of
the ground between the Billy Wright and Stan Cullis

Stands. The building programme is scheduled to be
completed by mid-November, this will be just in
time for the Christmas sales period!

When it was first opened in 1992, the existing club
shop was considered to be of adequate size, but
demand for Wolves merchandise has grown rapidly
over the past three or four years and the shop is
now too small to satsfy demand, especially on
match days. The new store will have around three
and a half tmes the floor area of our existing shop
and will enable us to retail a much wider product
range more efficiendy. It will also enable us to fur-
ther improve the speed and quality of customer ser-
vice we provide. The interior design will make shop-
ping much easier and the layout will be comparable
with the best high-street clothing retailers.

In addition to our store at Molineux, we also have
a rewil outlet in the Mander Centre,
Wolverhampton, which was opened in November
last year. Ar that time our intention was to occupy
the site on a short term basis to cater for the
Christmas trade, but the store has proved to be so
successful our inrention now is to maintain a per-
manent store in the town centre. You may be inter-
ested to know that we are also currently considering
several other town centre and out of town locations
in the region, as well as developing mobile sales
units which can be moved around from site to site.
Enjoy tonight’s game.
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Wolves 1 QPR 1 Wednesday 28th August 1996

An‘arm and a leg stop Iwan opening his account
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‘circle round Iwan




| THREE SHIRTS ON A LINE. |
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Middlesbrough 6
Wolves 2

Wolves: Hook, Westwood,
Pearce, Rankine, Nwadike,
Sawyers, Stimpson,
Leadbeater (Keane 28),
Foley, Crowe, Dennison.
Subs: Winstone, Hughes

It’s difficult to write anything
positive when you are on the :
wrong end of a 6-2 beating. Report by
But, despite the scoreline, Mike Hickman
there were things that encouraged me at the
Riverside Stadium last Thursday.

We took a very young side up to the north-east
with only Robbie Dennison and Mark Rankine hav-
ing any first team experience. Middlesbrough, on
the other hand, included Brazilian International
Branco, and seven other players who were regulars
in their side during last season.

It was very much one way traffic in the first-half.
Within half an hour we were three down as Boro
laid siege to our geal. To add 1o our troubles,
Richard Leadbearer limped off with an injury.

I wasn't happy with the space that we allowed
Middlesbrough and when you give quality players
the room as we did, then you are bound to suffer.

In the three minutes leading up to the interval
we conceded two more goals, through more bad
marking, and | had several harsh words for the play-
ers during the interval break.

Within minutes of the re-start it was six but, o
their credit, the lads didn't let their heads drop and
they kept working and eventually they started to
test Ben Cole in the home goal.

After Domonic Foley and Glen Crowe had gone
close, Foley got the goal our comeback deserved
when he headed home Robbie Dennison’s cross.
Dennis Pearce was within inches of a second scon
afterwards when he tried to chip the keeper from
forty vards - but unfortunately the ball landed on
the roof of the net.

We did get a second with six minutes left when
voung Ben Stimpson ran through to blast the ball *
home.

Of course, it was too little, oo late. But, on a
bleak night, the one thing that did impress me was

that the team did-
n't just give up.
They were the
stronger side in
the last half hour
and with a little
luck could have
finished with
more than two
goals.

Obviously, the
game was lost by
half-time. But the
boys will have
gained a lot of
experience in
playving against
established play-
ers in the newest
stadium in the
country.

SR

Domonic Foley opened
Wolves’ account
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Wolves: Hook, Turpin
(Hackett), Naylor, Sawyers,
Nwadike, Winstorne, Dixon,

Hughes (Smith), Stimpson
(Andrews), Keane, Jones

Last Saturday we finally got
back into our season with a

Coventry.

Unfortunately, after dominat-
ing the first half, we were beaten
by two second-half goals. The boys certainly did
not deserve to lose this game. Chances were few
and far berween. For both sides it was a highly
competitive game and what chances did come fell
for us, but to our cost we didn’t take them.

To give Coventry their due, they battled away
and capiralised on two mistakes we made. After
Sky Blues’ first goal we did have a penalty claim
turned down. In fact, the linesman flagged for a
penalty but the referee thought that he had indi-
cated for a free-kick for Coventry, when it was
plain for everyone to see that it was the Coventry
player who handled the ball.

Never mind though, the referee admitted his
mistake after the game, not that it made us feel
any better.

Although we lost the game there were some
good performances. 1 was pleased with our level
of commitment and the way we kept going to the
finad whistle. Losing isn’t a habit I want us to get
into. I am a firm believer that winning breeds con-
fidence, and if you have a confident squad of play-
ers, they will produce performances that will get
the right results. : .

At the moment the young players in the squad
are still finding their feet in professional foortball,
but as each game and week goes by I can see
improvements in each individual player. What I
want to sce now is the plavers take their training
habirs into the games. -

1 knew when I took over as coach, that because
of the make up of the squad, that this vear would
be a year of consolidation and patience. But what I
will be looking 1o achieve, is continued progres-
sion on the training ground which will be carried
onto the field of play.

As a coach I set my targets high. and am passing
this on to the squad. We are all disappointed with
the start we have made, but part of my job is to
look into the future just as much as the present

fourteen Wo/ves 1996/7

and what I foresee is a good young squad of play-
ers producing good foothall which will be reflected
in their performances on Saturday morning. The
squad will grow in stature and I'm sure there will
be an upturn in results as the weeks go by.

Enjoy tonight’s game.



Name: John Willoughby
Pasition: sweeper
Date and place of B R
15/12/78, Austr %E B
Seécondary Sthool’uﬂenjﬂ'
Duncunng School, East &

1 played sdlooibo

i and 16's

- International honogifs: none Je
Also studying: BTEC in Busin
Finance ot Walsall mﬂage
Jobs 1 do around the ground: dennrhe
home team dressingroom, alongwith Dean
Richards and Darren Ferguson's boats
if 1 hadn’t signed for Wolves | would
have: either signed for someone efse.or
become a PE teacher




“We proved that we can still
match most of the reams in
the League because Wolves
are a massive club with
massive support and they
deserve 10 be in the
Premiership.”

Steve McMahon, Manager
Swindon Town




English football, asa

member of Liverpool's dou-
ble-winning side of 1986, vet he
currently rates the 'small' matter
of a Second Division champi-
onship uinmph as his greatest
achievernent.

The former England midfielder
was an integral part in arguably the
greatest ever team {0 grace the
Football League - along with Kenny
Dalglish, Alan Hansen and Ian Rush -
and yet gaining promotion in his first
full season in management brought
him more satisfaction than the three
Division One winners' medals he
won in the late 1980's.

MeMahon, who had 1o eéndure rel-
egation in his first winter in charge at
Swindon as the ream underwent a
facelift, says: "This is a family club
who make you feel very welcome.
They let you get on with what you
have to do and 1 am enjoying it. I'd
say the highlight of my career is win-
ning the Second Division champi-
onship - vour last success is always
the most important.”

The words ‘winner' and '"McMahon'
have seldom been far apart but his
achievement in taking Swindon up
last season has barely been given suf-
ficient credit.

The club flew up into the Premier
League in 1993 afrer Glenn Hoddle
introduced a highly-attractive plaving
system at the County Ground. But
high wages, in expectation of a sus-
tained spell in the top flight, brought
problems when under John Gorman,
Hoddle's successor, and the Robins
fell straight off their perch back into
the First Division.

Enter McMahon, in November
1994, with Swindon already in dan-

smi-finals probably did
cause j;tu[ as the (_lub

McMahnn ha izrgpo*.cd his style
on the teamg iy now, as well. "Passing
is the way mﬁy; it's what I have
done at each df the clubs I've been

at. We have got our of the Second
Division doing the nght things and
playing the right way."

Yer McMahon, who started bxs
career with Everton before joining
Aston Villa ahead of his move to
Anfield, is not completely satished
with Swindon's performances this
term so far, despite their 2-0 victory
over Wolves a fortnight ago.

He says: "A defear, a draw and a
win so far and I have been disap-
pointed to be honest. ILdon't think
we have started bnﬂ:ﬂy enough and
| thmkwe ca._ndo ahtbem'r espe-
defending .the,waygl would have
"I think the Wolves game was a
good ene. We proved that we can
still match most of the teams in the
League because Wolves are a massive
club with massive support and they
deserve to be in the Premiership
with the support they have. It was on
and off just keeping tabs with them."

Molineux under floodlights in
front of 20,000 plus is the kind of
challenge McMahon the player would
have relished. Bur a back injury, also
affecting his hamstring, has sidelined
him from the action in the early
weeks of the season. But there's life
in the old dog yet. "I will keep on
playing,” he vows, "for as long as |

Combining the two jobs can prove
stressful. "It has been difficult,”
McMahon, now 35 and with over 500
League appearances under his belr,
concedes, "especially the initial peri-
od, but it is part of life and it keeps

VOU On YOur ines. It was not easy
because we had to change things
around and things were not going
pardculady well. It is sdill difficulr but
you have just got to try and do the

; nghxdamgsandhupelfsgood

enough.”

It invariably has been in
McMahen's playing carcer to date. He
won six England under-21 caps while
with Everton and Villa and, collecting
17 senior caps in all, was a member
of Bohby Robson's 1990 World Cup
finals squad which reached the semi-
finals in Italy.

A £900,000 move to Manchester
City followed in December, 1991, and
he was a regular at Maine Road until
the call to management came. "It was
a natural progression, moving into
management,” he comments. "It is
one of those things you don't really
think abourt uniil vou get offered it."

He has played under some astute
managerial characrers - Howard
Kendall at Everton, our former man-
ager Graham Turner at the Villa,
Dalglish at Liverpool and Peter Reid
ar Maine Road - but will certainly be
his own man as a boss. "You try to
take bits and pieces of every manager
you work with and I would like to
think | learnt a lot from the managers
1 have worked under. You learn bits
and pieces and take the best of
them."

Looking at the examples with
whom he has worked, that could be
an awesome combination. And one
that Swindon Town are trusting can
lead them - steadily, and with sure
foundations - back towards the elite.

AnbnprmdveﬂarkWalterstakwon[wanRobeﬂsintﬁeﬁryleg

The boss says
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aul Allen has a special

reason for wanting to do
Cup tonight, having been
disappointed at the semi-
final stage three times in his

Allen, 34 last Wednesday, was
an FA Cup winner with-
Tottenham in 1991 and West
Ham in 1980, also playing at
Wembley in Spurs' defeat by
Coventry in 1987. But in the
League Cup, under its various
titles, he has become accus-
tomed to frustration. And he's
determined to do something
about it this winter.

The experienced midfielder,
playing as a wing-back these
days, explains: "I got to the semi-
final on two occasions and lost;
with Spurs against Nottingham
Forest in 1992; and with Spurs,
again, against Arsenal in 1987
when they went on to beat
Liverpool (Steve McMahon, cur-
rent Swindon manager, includ-
ed).

"Then I played for West Ham
against Coventry when we lost
the first leg of the semi-final 3-2.
This was in 1981, and I was sub
for the second game, which we
won 2-1 to reach Wembley. But 1
missed the final (a
replay defeat by.
Liverpool) through
injury.”

A guick scan
through Rothmans
Football Yearbook
confirms Allen has

tWO Seasons
ndon lost narrowly
(by a single goal over two legs)

Paul Allen forcasting a tough game

Visitor’s view

to Bolton in the semi-final, 5o it's

not fanciful to think we can goa
long way. This is a2 competition
in which some of the lesser fan-
cied sides, so to speak, can do
really well."

‘Allen, with well over 500
Leaguc appearances in his long
career, was an inspirational fig-
ure in Swindon's title push last
Southampton. He says: "We
plaved very well last season and
we showed our true credentials
in that division. It did not flatter
us that we won the title - we
were the best side. e

"We are encouraged to play
from rhe back, to be patient and
that approach has been instilled
right through the club. T've been
disappointed with our form this
season so far to be honest, per-
haps we're still finding our feet.
Our best performance has been
against Wolves.

"We needed a two-goal margin
to take into this game because
they are a good side and there's
always a very passionate crowd
at Molineux. But we're in a good
position going into a very tough
game. It's always a fanuastic place
to play, a grear stadium, and I'm
just looking forward to it."

o e

Career details

Paul Allen

Bomn: Aveley, Essex
Height: 57
Weight: 104
Position: Midfield
League Debut:

For West Ham(2) v Burnley(1),
29th September 1979

Signed: Free fransfer from
Southampton, October 1995

Previous Clubs:
West Hom United
152app 6goals

Tottenham Hotspur
292app 23goals

Southampfon
43app 1 goal

Luton Town (loan)
4app Ogoals

Stoke City (loan)
17apps 1 goal
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Date of birth: 211168 =~
Previous clubs: West Bromwich
Albion, Barnsley, Newcastle
Position: defender
Appearances: 2 Goals: 1

Bounced back from rejection as a
tcenagcnwuth West Brom, where he
was not offered a professional con-
tract, to establish himself with
Barnsley.

Became part of Kevin-Keegan's
first dream team at Neweastle, fol-
fowing a £450,000 switch in March

1993, and helped them win the First

Division championship. As the St
James's Park revolution took off,

Robinsen saw the sense ofamme to-

Swindon in July 1994.

Alfter becoming the Robins' thcn-
record signing at $600,000, Robinson
is now a rock in Steve McMahon's
fluid defensive system. Originally a
right-back, he can also figure as the
right-sided central defender in a
three-man unit.

Scott Leitch

Date of birth: 6.10.69
Previous club: Motherwell,
Dunfermline, Hearts
Position: midfielder
Appearances: 2 Goals: 0

Arrived on loan last spring on the
recommendation of McMahon's for-
mer Anfield team-mate Kenny
Dalglish to help boost Swindon's
Second Division title push, and
played a key role.

A stylish player, not dissimilar to
the young Steve McMahon, who
combines a combative attitude with
the ability to pass well and with sim-
pliciry.

Started out with Motherwell but
made his senior debut in Scotand

with: Dunfermline before moving on
to Hearts. The move south cost
Mcuahm a bargain £15,000

lan Culverhouse
Dateof birth: 22.09.64

Previous dubs. Tottepham, Narwx:h
City
Position: defender
Appearances: 0 Goais: 0

Stylish sweeper or full-back who
should be fit again tonight after miss-
ing Swindon's first two games wnh

an ankle injury.
One of several promising Spurs
players who in thcmﬂ-msums-

ferred to Norwich with considerable
success. Costing just £50,000, he
made 296 League appearances for
the Carrow Road club and was out-
standing in their UEFA Cup 1 Gm-
paign three seasons ago. '

Came to Swindon in a cut-price
£250,000 deal in December 1994 and
was an ever-present in their champi-
onship success last season, earning a
place in the PFA's Second Division
representative team.

On

The tricky winger began his career

~at Aston Villa, and some excellent
 displays resulted in a move to.
~ Scottish giants Glasgow Rangers.

He collected an England cap: and

' three Championship winners medals

mhﬁnmeatRangerbbEﬁBIEbang

Durmg a !mn spell here at
Molineux in season 199495 he
enjoyed a good stint — scoring three
goals — before choosing to take the
challenge at Southampton. Now at
Swindon he is hoping to add more
medals to his collection.

Wayne Allison

Date of birth: 16.10.68
Previous Clubs: Halifax Town,
Watford, Bristol City
Position: forward
Appearances: 2

Goals: 0

Huddersfield born Allison joined
Swindon from Bristol City for a tri-
bunal fee of £475,000 which he paid
off with interest after finishing top
scorer in his first season with 20
goals.

Allison began his career with
Halifax Town where he was spotted
by Watford and the result was a
£250,000 move in 1989.

However, after only one year at
Vicarage Road he was on his way to
Bristol City. Allison established him-
self as a local hero after finishing top
scorer on three occasions and is
now hoping 1o do the same for the
Robins.

s to watch
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espite the turnaround of

fortune following the

bleak years that saw
Wolves lying in virtual ruin,
any progress in the League
Cup (by now known as the
Littlewoods Cup), remained
minimal. Such was the case in
the summer of 1988, when
Birmingham City ended any
hopes of a run in the competi-
tion.

I T ey

: g4eT GOALY BRING

GRIM WOLVES WR

A crowd of 11,000
assembled at Molineux
- the first leg and

Wholves twice came from
behind to take the tie by
the odd goal in five. Andy
Thompson twrned John
Frain's shot into his own net to

give the Blues an interval advan-
tage. But, having been denied
three times in the first session,
Steve Bull, with a looping header,
deservedly pulled his side level in
the 52nd minute.

City hit back strongly, however,
and Adrian Bird squeezed a head-

er past Mark Kendall ten min-
utes later to restore Blues’
advantage. But the lead
was a short lived one with
Robbie Dennison smash-
ing a left foot shot
beyond the despairing
dive of Tony Godden in
the visitor’s goal to
equalise.
And it was Dennison
who combined with
Bull 1o crearte the win-
ner eight minutes
from the end. Bull
sent the winger away
on the left and was in position for
the centre which flew in off his
knee.

Godden was the main differ-
ence between the teams in the
second-leg in a fast flowing game
full of entertaining football. The
only goal came just after the hour
when Steve Whitton headed
home Kevin Langley’s chipped
cross. The Blues’ keeper kept out
a Bull header with a marvellous
fingertip save in the closing min-
utes and, with extra-time still not
finding a clear cut winner,
Birmingham went through on the

Wolves - A League
up History - Part 8

L N R R R R

away goals rule.

Fortunes did improve a little in
the 1989/90 campaign when a
stubborn Lincoln City were over-
come in the first round. It took a
45th minute header from Shane
Westley to give Wolves an advan-
tage to take to Sincil Bank. The
big defender rose high in a crowd-
ed penalty area to disparch a
Dennison corner.

In the return, Wolves defended
resolutely and, having blunted the
early threat, tock a 17th minute
lead through Bull who, even
though badly placed when he col-
lected a rebound from Mick
Gooding’s shot, controlled the ball
and sent it hurding into Andy
Gorton's net. Eleven minutes after
the resumption, Dennison flashed
in a long range shot o confirm
Wolves’ passage into the second
round where they were rewarded
with 2 mouth-watering tie with
local rivals Aston Villa.




remember

Those who looked forward to
the games weren't to be disap-
pointed. At Villa Park, the home
team, managed by Graham Taylor,
went ahead when David Platt con-
verted a Chris Price pass aftera
fine run by the latter. There was a
tremendous tussle in the middle
of the park with Paul McGrath and
Derek Mountfield using the bene-
fit of their vast experience to try
and quell the threat of Bull and
Mutch.

Just after the half-time break,
Mutch gor the goal that both he
and Wolves deserved when he
rose superbly at the far post to
head home a centre from Mark
Venus. Despite having been forced
on the backfoot, it was Villa who
got the winning goal through
Stuart Gray who got his head to
Platt’s left wing cross. That was in

Villa’s opener was created and
scored by two men later to play for
Wolves. It came in the 16th minute
bv which time the home sections
of the Molineux crowd could have
been celebrating three goals. Burt,.
the cheers of expectarion turned
to groans of despair as the defence
stood like statues when Gordon
Cowan’s swung over a free-kick for
Derek Mountfield to sweep home
from close range.

That was the signal for an all out
assault on Nigel Spink’s goal.
Dennison had a “goal’ ruled our
because Nigel Vaughan was in an
offside position, and Bull,
Dennison and Venus all made life
difficult for the Villa keeper.

Bull finally levelled martters
14 minutes from time when
he bravely headed home
from the edge of the

with shots raining in on his goal.
Wolves' luck was summed up in
injury time when Bernard
Gallacher cleared Westley's header
off the line and, shortly after-
wards, the referee ended our
interest in that season’s competi-
tion.

Jobn Hendley

SR APRARRERRERRERdENRNBRRRERERREBRERRERRERSR

the 63rd minute and Wolves area as he was — Q Shs N
couldn’t get a second equaliser - clattered by k \f" R e
one which in the eyes of most of Spink. Bull » oD L M

was out cold
for several
minutes but,
when he came
round, he
bravely insisted
in carrying on.

the crowd would have been fully
justified.

Over 21,000 packed into
Molineux for the second-leg and
they saw a game just as entertain-
ing and exciting as the first - and
again Wolves could count them-

selves as unlucky. The very least Fortune
the deserved would have been a favoured
goal to take the game into extra- Spink in the

R R e e e e N R L

time. dying minutes
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EAT COBDEN BREAD

Andy Mutch and David Plait -
goalscorers in action at Villa Park
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ompetitions we entered. There was.g bit
of rivalry between myself and mcbagﬂ as

was packed with overseas soceer news. .1
i wa.'ﬁgm'tzfcu(ar{ y interested in English

o game A lot Dfl*oungp!a}ers- €
year or e ar the Australian 1
\porr in Ccmberra msfead 1 d:d lﬁfs

bt !be trainees at Wo!z, es do because
we were all still gomg o school every

day. We would work-out in the gym in
the morning, go o I ]




Steve Corica

e O <

Born: Cairns,
Australia 24/3/73
Height: 58
Weight: 710 10
Signed:
February 96 from
Leicester for

L1 Imillion
Wolves appear-
ances and goals
to date:

Lg 21 0g,

A Cup 0 0g,
League Cup 1 0g,
others 0 0g



How did you feel when you made
your League debut?

I bad only been in England for two
weeks, and with Leicester tiwo weeks
before that on a tour of Germany, when I
made my debud, dt.was the first game of
last season

tafter tenr;}m'zqte.s which
bomted' gy confidence arm‘:made ita

Sydney team Marconi’s game agai}m
Soutb Ue[bomvre in the National League

Tbe tie, bu! nor b} a second leg score of
+7-1.. We then went on to beat Adelaide in
the final,

Wd\ fooiballlng ambitions hcwe

«r@é&stmﬁﬂ 77 !Ei' Wo
represe:zted my' G

coacb "ﬂt‘epmru 61_1’ 1 might serigfj
business. I'd quiite like to own a vestau-
ranl - although I'd definitely bave to ™
leave the cooking to others!



Tuesday 10th September 1996 v
Oxford United

depart 4 00p.m,

adults £8.50,

junior/senior citizens £6.50
Sunday 15th September 1996 v
West Bromwich Albion

deport 11.15a.m,

adulis £5.00,

junior/senior citizens £3.00

Friday 27th September 1996 v
Swindon Town :
depart 3.30p.m,

adulis £8.50,

junior/senior citizens £6.50

BT YO G128 YOUP 1088,

Molineux Health & Fitness Centre - call Chris Jewkes on: 01902 22105
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Free odmission
Discos by (harlie Watson
and Doany the Wiz

HAPPY HQUR

NIGHT
wihte .

Rick Marshall
Band

BANKS’S£'| R
MILD

HAw evening with..........

%{/e/%fééa @ag/%e

(Hostess)

and
Dwst Q%Lw%y

(Comedian)

7.30pm - arrival
8.00pm - four course dinner,
including coffee and chocolates
in the Hayward Suite

Dress: Lounge Suits £35. per person

Please book........... placés at £35.00 per person
This includes.......... vegetarian meals.
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Company Name:.....ccoiicieieiie ettt ee e s eeenenns
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W

€ OWY

Sunday 15th
September

West
Bromwich
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Eat Football. Sieep Foothall. Drink Coca-Cola.

TWCTIC STI SoeTr Am mpaTe? Fatonris of The Cara d

Ifams could tl'aﬂSfBI' fanS

what would you be worth ?




Richards v
Richards

There was a touch of inter-fami-
ly rivalry when John Richards’
brother Roy brought a team of
youngsters to Wolverhampton to
take on a group of players repre-
senting Wolves.

Ryland Football Club from
Warrington were invited for a day
out at Molineux, which included a
friendly game against Bilbrook
Juniors.

The game ended with honours
even, both sides scoring two goals.

Both teams were treated to lunch
courtesy of Pizza Hut, and then went
on to tour the stadium before going
bowling.

The day was rounded off with a
rerurn to Molineux to warch Wolves
take on QPR.

Wolves communiry development

Jobn Richbards leads the way

officer Tony Evans says: “We like to Wolves’ Community
build links with youngsters from = Sponsor
other parts of the country, and hope TELEWEST

to play a return game against Ryland COMMUNICATIONS

soon.”

WHO TRAVELLED

Sponsors spotlight e

. -

Miss Wolves ond Robbie Dennison present
Keith Holt, Director (ight) ond lan Miller,

Notional Sales Manager of Hoppe - OPR's Big Match

Sporssors, with o specially framed Wolves shirt.

TO NORWICH

If anyone hos any informafion
regarding the wherechouts of o
Sauffy - lost seen on Seturday
evening by a dork blue Fiesta

which hod stopped dose fo o

formhouse on the Al4 near
(ambridge - pleass contadt the
dlub

: The elderly owner is very dis-
Receiving a gift from Man of the Match Steve Bull is Tony Jonvis tressed ot his disoppeatonce.
from Puma, Big Match Sponsor from the Bradford Gty game
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Dear Editor,
Pictured here is a family snap token on holiday at
the French villoge of Bully near Dieppe.

The picture shows Robert (aged 10 - season ficket
holder John Irelond upper) and his sister Joanna

(aged 7)
Yours Faithfully

Mr. A.J. Howe
Worcester

Dear Editor,
Plecse find enclosed ©
picture token on my
recent expedition 10
Cuba. The picture was
# icken in revolufion
8 _ square, Havona and is
of myself stonding
before a porirait of 1h:3
Guevara. At present I'm
studying for ¢ diploma
in architeciure of
Huddersfield University
but | live in Kingswin{ord
otherwise and have
been an avid Wohres’
fon since the age of four
('m now twenfy five).
My dad is currently a
season ficket holder in
the Jack Harris Stand.

Lee Colins
Kingswinford

Editor,
The picture
was taken ot
Chichén liza
in Mexico
dU!‘fng the
close

season. My
daughter
Notalie

(oge 7) is
wearing her
favourite shin.
Best wishes,

Mike James
Willenhal|

Dear Editor,

| would like o thank everyone con-
cerned, including Mick Davies and
his pal from Cannock, the lady who
comforted me, St Johns Ambulonce,
the Paramedics and ambulance crew
who triec so hard to save my hus-
band outside the ground ofter
Saturday's match.

Unfortunately Wolves have lost o life-
long supporter.

My grateful thanks to you all.

Ann Askey.
Trentham




SPECIALISTS IN SPORTS PITCH CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION

Everton EC. 1991 Stockport County EC. 1994

Chester City EC. 1992 ® Queens Park Rangers FC. 1995

Wolves EC. 1992 Liverpool EC. 1995

Glasgow Rangers EC. 1993 Bristol City EC. 1996

Norwich City EC. 1993 Wolves FC. 1996

Traming Ground
Blackbum Rover EC. 1994

Tranmere Rover EC. 1994

J. Mallinson (Ormskirk) Ltd.

Landscape and Sportsground Contractors

Frtree Nurseries, Firswood Road, §

Skelmersdale, Lancs. WNS 8UZ 2aLl

Telephone: 01695 723414 Fax: 01695 724514 R

The Wolverhampton
Wanderers Official
Rewew 1995/6

For more infoimation call
the Clubshop on:

(01902) 658800




How would you
like a birthday
card froma
player of your
choice?

Become a member of the
birthday lottery with a
payment to cover 26
weeks and we will
arrange for the Wolves
player of your choice, to
send you a birthday card to
# yourself or anyone selected
by you.The cost is £1 per week and for
more details telephone Helen on:

01902 658777

With two home games now under our
belts, it really is as if we've never been
away. Radio Wolves and you the sup-
porter, together, can bring to Molineux
something that will be the envy of many
clubs in the Football League. Already our
post bag is bursting and the phone lines
are red hot with birthday and anniver-
sary messages and of course the Radio
Wolves ‘Phone in’, sponsored by Telewset
Communications, which takes place
immediately after every home game.
Gives you the supporter the opportunity
to air your comments and opinions on
the match.

Steve Welch continues to be a sucker for pun-
ishment. After conceding four goals in the game
before Andy Thompson’s Testimonial game, he
decided he would like to toke o penalty in a
penalty shoot out competition at half-fime when
we played Bradford. It has to be said that the
pressure got to him and he clmost up-rooted the
corner flag his shot was so wide, time to hang

YOUR CLUB NEEDS

YOWLYY
Agents required for Wolves Birthday
Lottery. Excellent incentives fo
include home league match tickets
and a good rate of commission.
So if you want to help your club

-rJ:- r;;f-‘ _-o;-'J "'"_{‘

- -—-—

>
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(01 902) 658777

Or call in at the Promotions Office,
Stan Cullis Stand.

2 Ealaind

‘'em up Welchy.

There’s still lots more o come from Radio
Wolves and we look forward to hearing from you.
Give us a call on 01902 834040.

Steve, Nick and Charlie wait for your calls




DEAL ONE

foryour BAEY .-

eyecare

JA 1L F PRICE |7,
needsm DESIGNER [;
HOU choose in our FRAM Es

SRR IS T VR Folo, Calvin Klien, Police, - |
SERVICE mted, large ey
90% of all

Childrens Glasses Free |

& CONTACT LENSES

5= Soft Lenses from as little as

£19.99

Disposable lenses from

£5 PER MONTH

Monthly disposable lenses

- HALSF lll:ﬁms __
S50 70) eussks §

OPEN 9.30am - 6.00pm 28 QUEEN STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON

Monday to Saturday Telephone: 01902 23030







P
‘exclusive FA Carlmg Premlershlp
and Nationwide League games.
Whatever kind of sporting action,
: ”d from horse racing to motor racing
WELR AU from Tennis to Snowboarding,
e you'll find it all on Cable TV!

***

ZZZTZS'M/?/' |

***

All the BEST Sporting Action!
0500 83 84 85
f\ TELEWEST

8am - 8pm Mon-Fri, 9am - 5.30pm Sat
10am - 2pm Sun COMMUNICATIONS
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We are only 5 minutes away
52-53 Dudley Street

LOOK FOR OUR SPECIAL OFFERS
§ WOLVERHAMPTON EEREINR (@101 V@ RDV\ QI [@ (IE!




Trust us to help football

The Football Trust is helping the game at all levels - from
providing kit for school teams, pitches and changing rooms ‘04
grass roats football, safety and improvement work throughout the
game right up to providing vital assistance to help League clubs |
complete the essential task of redeveloping their grounds in line
with the Taylor Report.

Over the last 20 years the Trust has received and
distributed £250m from Littlewoods, Vemons and Zetters
Pools and Littlewoods Spot the Ball compeliion for the
benefit of football.

Up and down the country, clubs are building new
grounds and stands, installing seating, and
providing safe and comforizble facilities for
their spectators to enjoy. Every club
depends on the support of the
FOOTBALL TRUST and the success

of the poois companies. Both Bals
are crucial for football's =N
future. s

<EMge THE FOOTBALL TRLS'T
S\ Helping the game

THe FooTaait Trusty, WALKDeEN Housg, 10

VERNONS ZETITERS
"juoflnzé! wins
X sl

€Rr

MELTON STREET

. LonooN NW1 ZEB




It's glamour - after a fashion - all the way fol-
lowing tonight's Coca Cola Cup decider with
Swindon. The Sky TV cameras descend on
Molineux in 48 hours time for the visit of

Charlton Athletic.
Then, after a tricky-
looking venture to
Oxford next Tues-
day, follow us to the
Hawthorns for a
Sunday lunch spe-
cial against the
Albion.

Wolves fared better
at the Valley last season
than against Charlton
at home. A dire goaliess
draw at Molineux in the
Coca-Cola was followed
by a brighter replaw
Steve Bull came on as a

Charlton mﬁager -
Alan Curbisbley

e e, et S B ]

substitute as we won through but four days later we
played out another goalless draw against the
London side this time in Division One, and a man-
agerial change was on the cards. On the season's
final day, Glen Crowe marked his full League debut
with a stunning left-footer in a 1-1 draw.

Alan Curbishley has groomed an excellent young
side and, even shom of Lee Bowyer, the most
expensive teenager in English foothall following his
£2.6 million move to Leeds, Charlton still possess
the likes of Richard Rufus and Shaun Newton as
potential England stars of the future.

Trips to the Manor Ground seldom work out quite
like they should - a 40 mauling on Easter Monday
last time they were in the First Division two years
ago springs to mind - and Denis Smith's team have
got off to a good start following last May's promo-
tion.

Then it’s off to West Bromwich - but who's in for a
Sunday roasting?

IO A B = R, T e, P M a3 oo

Nationwide and
The Football League
— A winning team -

Nartionwide Building Socicty is delighted to be sponsoring
The Football League and is proud to be awsociared with the
national game. Millions of people zround the country enjoy
League games, with an increasing number of families
attending marches.

Similarly, Nadonwide has a relarionship with many
houscholds in the UK — around onc in four. It looks after the
financial needs of over seven million people and is the UK's
largest building sociczy intending to remain customer owned,

committed to purting customers first.

Nadonwide is an organisation with strong roots in the com-
munity and we are always looking for new ways o promote
awareness of the bencfits we can offer and 1o strengthen

relationships with customers even further. With 72 league

clubs and 630 Narionwide branches throughout England and
Wiles, we are looking forward to working with The League
and irs member clubs to support communiry initiatives and
forge even closer links with local people. Wherever you find
2 football team vou'll find 2 Nazionwide team.

Nationwide's philosophy & o bc “in tune with people”, and
we belicve thar the help we can give in investing in football’s
futurc will further demonstrate this and underline our general

commitment to mesting customers’ needs.

We would like to take
this opportunity to wish your \
|
club a successful sason. I ——————

Wolves 1996/7 forty-one
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SPECIAL EVENTS

ALL IN THE GLASS FRONTED HAYWARD SUITE
OVERLOOKING THE MAGNIFICENT STADIUM

uRSDAYl = |- | JESDAY | TUESDAY R ESoAY | | 2ND |

ATH ATH
3ist  2ND-2 2 1ST SDAY
OCTOBER DECEMBER pecewBER  Biypen TUES

Halloween

Christmas
EPE
Chrigstmas
BRINPER

Christmasg
1HRACH

Top Blood Includes
Thirsty Artist
and a
Sacrificial

Buffet.

Includes

Full tour of the

course.meal
Novelties,
Piper and
Disco

course meal
and novelties

Molineux
Stadium,
Presentation
Buffet and Disco

course meal
and novelties

BOOKINGS TAKEN NOW............LIMITED AVAILABILITY

FOR BOOKINGS,
CONTACT JULIE
LEWIS, SALES
EXECUTIVE ON:




Now available
from the official
Club Shops at Molineux
and the Mander Centre

Mon-Sat
9.00am-5.00pm

ALSO NOW OPEN
SUNDAYS

10.00am-4.00pm
at Molineux

Buy only from the Official
Club Shops, so the money
you spend is invested
in your club.
Available by Mail Order:

Molincux Clubshop
Stan Cullis Stand,
Wolves EC.
Waterioo Road
Wolverhampton WV1 4QR
Tel: 01902 658800
Fax: 01902 687087

SHIRTS SHORTS SOCKS

Boys £24.99 Boys £12.99 Boys £6.99
Youths £29.99  Youths £15.99  Youths £6.99
Adults £34.99  Adults £17.99  Adults £7.99



Explosive start for

League hot-shots

Goal scorers continue to
dominate the headlines as
the Nationwide Football
League season enters the
month of September on a
note of great expectation.
Steve Bull has once again
exploded out of the starting
blocks and into the new
campaign with all guns blaz-
ing, having achieved the
honour of becoming the
scorer of Wolves’ first goal of
the season for the fifth time
in scven years.

But others hdve edged him
out for the early honours, with
Stoke's Mike Sheron, Oxford's
Nigel Jemson and Grimsby's
Clive Mendonca also well to the
fore, and joining him on the
four-goal mark before the week-
endr programme. Sheron need-
ed a fortunate last minute penal-
ty winner in the home game
against cautious Bradford City to
carry on the rich scoring vein he
struck last season and maintain
Stoke’s 100 per cent start to a
campaign in which manv
thought they might struggle
after losing in the play-offs to
Leicester last May. And he oblig-
ed again with one of the goals in
Saturday’s 2-2 draw at Reading.

Meanwhile, Mendonca contin-
ued the goal- a-game run he
launched with the consolation
effort he struck against Wolves
on kick-off day, by hiuing
Grimsby's point-saver at, Ipswich,
only to draw a blank in the
home slip-up against

forty-four Wolves 1996/7

Portsmouth.

His contribution at Ipswich
came as the East Anglians domi-
nated the First Division transfer
headlines by selling experienced
striker Ian Marshall to Leicester
for £800,000. It is an unexpect-
ed move back to the
Premiership for the much trav-
elled Liverpudlian. who scored
19 Leaguc goals in 1995/6 as his
side finished as the
division’s leading
marksmen,

Marshall’s presence
in the stand in the
Grimsby draw was a
sobering sight for sup-
porters who saw a
series of opportunities
squandered - but the
disappointment was
probably eased by the
3-3 weckend draw at
Oldham. And it was
nothing compared
with that felt by
Manchester City
supremo Francis Lee.

In the season’s big
off-the -field First
Division development
so far, Lee followed
up his club’s sensa-
tional parting of the
ways with manager
Alan Ball by unsuc-
cessfully rargeting
George Graham as his
replacement.

Lee was convinced
he had his man, but
Graham - supposedly

desperate for a return to the
game after his ban - finally said
no. “The package we offered
would have delighted 90 per
cent of managers,” said an
unhappy Lee afterwards.

City apparently offered a
lucrative four-year deal with
what was described as a large
amount of working capital for
new players. “What is sufficient

Trevor Francis: adding names
to the transfer list



David Rush sent off after a
bust-up with Carl Bradshaw

money for transfers? Is it £20m
or £30m? I am dumbfounded
but nothing surprises you in
football.”

Oxford’s long unbeaten home
record fell last week a formight
or so ahead of Wolves’ visit to
the Manor Ground next Tuesday.
They lost 1-0 to Norwich - the
first time they had gone down in
front of their fans in the League
since being crushed 4-1 by near-
neighbours Wycombe last
October.

The match was marred in the
final moments by the sending-off
of Oxford’s David Rush and
Norwich’s Carl Bradshaw for a
bust-up that had rival managers
Denis Smith and Mike Walker off
their seats. The brawl, apparent-
ly started by a late tackie from
Rush, provided an interesting
prelude to the Coca Cola Cup
second leg berween the two
sides at Carrow Road this week.

The uneventful first leg fin-

ished at 1-1. Birmingham'’s play-
ers return to action tonight with
a Coca-Cola second leg against
Brighton played against a back-
ground of impending change at
St Andrew’s. It isn't exactly busi-
ness on the hectic Barry Fry scale
but new boss Trevor Francis
made eight players available for
transfer last week and told expe-
rienced striker lan Muir he could
leave on a free transfer if he
could get himself fixed up.
Others listed included john
Frain, Ricky Otto, Bart Griemink
and Andy Edwards.

Barnsley’s feat in taking over
from one-night leaders Tranmere
as the First Division's surprise
pace-setters was accompanied by

an unwanted statistic for visiting
Reading defender Andy Bernal.
The Australian, well-known to
Molineux duo Steve Corica and
Mike Hickman, was sent off for
the second time this season, his
late red card for a second book-
able offence coming just before
the Yorkshire club ratuded in
their final goal in a 3-0 victorw.
Scottish under-21 internatonal
Andy Liddell scored twice for the
Trkes on an evening when
Reading's team sheet was some-
thing of a tongue-twister. Their
first four names were Bibbo,
Booty, Bodin, Bernal ... now that
really is something of a mouth-
ful!
David Instone, Express & Star
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